Freedom and Justice
INn the Commons

A Political Economy of Information



Focus

« Two aspects central to the emerging
technological-economic condition of the
networked information economy

« Non-market production
 Radically decentralized production

e Alternative modes of production promise
more robust fulfillment commitments to

e Democracy
« Autonomy
e Justice & Human Development

 The battle over the institutional ecology of
Information



A Moment of Opportunity

e 150 year trend: concentration and
commercialization of information
production

« mechanical presses & telegraph extend
social reach and raise capital cost of
communication to relevant community

 Public discourse adapts to increasingly
one-way, from professional commercial
producers to passive consumers

e Easily adapted to radio, television, etc.



A Moment of Opportunity

e 150 years trend to industrial model of
iInformation production

 The internet represents opportunity
for radical reversal of this trend

 Extends reach by decentralizing the
distribution function

 Physical capital diffuse, much of it
owned by end users

 Routers and servers not qualitatively
different from PCs as is a network
broadcast station or cable head end
from a television



A Moment of Opportunity

150 years trend to industrial model of
iInformation production

Internet represents opportunity for
radical reversal of this trend

Entering a moment in which human
beings, rather than capital, can
become the organizing factor of our
communications system and the
information environment it makes
possible



Some Basic Economics

e Standard problems of information
production

e Information is a “public good”
 Nonrivalry is central and irreducible

e On the Shoulders of Giants

e Information is both input and output of its
own production process
« Some non-market, non-proprietary
production Is necessary to maintain
efficient information production; how
much is difficult and context dependent



Some Basic Economics

e Standard problems of information

 The cost of information production

Includes
e cost of communication (fixing & transmitting)
« cost of existing information
e cost of human creative work

 Low cost processors and ubiquitous
network connections plus nonrivalry
of Information isolate human creative
Inputs as central



Some Basic Economics

Standard problems of information

Low cost processors and ubiquitous
network connections isolate human

creative inputs as centra

Human beings are central because of attributes in
which they differ widely and diversely—creativity,
wisdom, taste, experience—not because of
fungible characteristics that fit a Taylorist model

And human beings act for diverse motivations,
not only money, but also social-psychological




Organization of Production

 Physical economy settled on two modes:
markets and managerial hierarchy

« Most people live productive life as part
of organizations, following orders

 Most people live much of the rest of life
consuming from menus of heavily
advertised finished goods determined
by managerial investment decisions

* Industrial information economy followed
the same model

« Condensing around high physical
capital requirements



Networked Information Economy

« Two emerging phenomena

* Increasing role for non-market
iInformation producers

e Always much greater than in physical
economy—academic science, PBS,
Consumer Reports

e Lower publication costs & wider
reach increase number that are
efficacious and overall effectiveness



Networked Information Economy

« Two emerging phenomena

* Increasing role for non-market
iInformation producers

e Emergence of large scale
commons-based peer production

e Science; OED
e Free software core example
e Peer-production all around



Peer production

 Collaborations among groups of
Individuals, up to large scales, that do not
rely on markets or managerial hierarchy
for motivation or organization

e Instead use a social transactional
framework to motivate and coordinate

« Have lower transaction costs, improved
Information about human creative
availability, and are likely better at
motivating small-scale contributions to
large integrative projects



Democracy

e Political Discourse

« Owners control information flow In
democracy; disproportionate power
(“Berlusconi effect”)

e Jonas of IDT: “Sure | want to be the biggest
telecom company in the world, but it's just a
commodity. | want to be able to form
opinion. By controlling the pipe, you can
eventually get control of the content”



Democracy

e Political Discourse
e Sinclair’s decisions
* Nightline’s reading of names
e anti-Kerry campaign
* bloggers organize resistance
« MoveOn ad challenge

* Meet-up as model; used for large scale
organization

 Blogoshpere

« Swarthmore students’ leading role in
exposing the Diebold failures



War? Targeting Dicbold with Electronic (‘h'%ﬁm hup:/fwhy-war com/features/2003/10/diebold. hir

< —
Why War?

why-war.com
Targeting Diebold with Electronic Civil Disobedience

Prepared by STAFF for Why War?

How to get the files:

Browse the documents: http: / /chroot.net/s/lists/, http: / /www.sims.berkeley.edu/~ping /diebold/lists.html

Search the documents: hitp:/ /diebold.f-451.net /search/search.php

BitTorrent: http://cscotl.net /Activism /lists.tgz.torrent

EDonkeyv/Overnet: [edak://|file|list.tar. bz | 7762005 |es3855d1c5da fecadaisg8no5bet80f] /]

Freenet:



Democracy

e Political Discourse
. Berlusconi effect
“Baywatch effect”: Owners respond to

norm, producing bland Inoffensive fare

* Brandeis in Whitney: the dangers of an inert
public

e No coffins on mainstream media until...
e The Memory Hole



1

e

T.?f/f/
2l A




Democracy

e Political Democratic Discourse

e Cultural Democracy
e Cultural studies concerns with media
 Fan Fiction; Jedi Saga; Second Life

 Barbie
 Wikipedia vs Encarta
« Google vs overture
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Barbie

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.

?IIEIi;'EDI A For ather uses, see Barbie (dissmbiouation).

e Free Encyclopedia Barbie is the waorld's best selling dall and was first sald on March 3, 1959, The best selling Barbie was one released in 1992, Taotally Hair
tian Earbie, with stylable hair so long it reached from her head down to her toes.
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Controversies
[edit]

Barbie's Physical Evolution

Civer the years, Barbie has evolved. Originally available as either a blonde or brunette, Barbie has changed the color of her hair many times
since her introduction in 1959, Today there are ethnically diverse versions of Barbie that feature different skin tones, facial characteristics, as
well as different hair colars and make-up.

One of the most publicized changes happened araund the turn of the century, as Barhie's ultra-thin waist widened to more natural propartions.

This change, rallied for years by some parents’ and anorexia groups, 1s to encourage young girls not to be as hyperactively concerned with
theirweight, and thus to eat mare healthily and avoid eating disorders.

. . edit

Other discussions [edit]

Barbie is often looked ysoummmm—_—rrerreciem childhood. Her populanty ensures that nier e reresssssbageet /==t e rn children attracts
e rutiney.

The enarmous range of available accessoaries relating clothes, hair, make-up, parties and looking pretty give rise to the accusation that Barbie
encourages young gitls to focus on shallow trivia. Her accessories reflect a lifestyle that is unobtainable for most of the girls who play with her.
ohe also portrays an unrealishc bo st m—— dbgebucring over most men and have an

e o D e. For mast of her life she was available anly as a white woman of apparently Eurapean descent.

e S 210 that Barhie's very
existence encouraged girls to play outside the traditional role of housewife and mother. The range of professions for which Barbie accessories
can be bought has been expanded recently, including doctar, politician, US Marine and paralympic athlete. Barbies with different racial

sy acteristics have also becorme available in recent decades.

Because Barbie T reesimmgdaoo in the United States, and the dolls are inexpensive and easily obtained aric st =0 to Barbie and
her accompanying products, either as homage or as parogy. THe Tate Sorpotaton disapproves of many of these uses for the dolls, and has
used tradernark and copyright claims to attempt to suppress them.

"Barbie” is often used as a derogatory slang word to mean that a person, particularly a gifl or worman, is stupid, as in "Barbie brain", "Barbie
bimba" ar "Barbie head".

The Middle Eastern country of Saudi Arabia outlawed Barbie dolls on September 10, 2003

Il wikipedia. orgwiki/Barbie
— - - - - - - — —




Talk:Barbie - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia - Mozilla Firebird

File Edit ‘Wew Go Bookmarks Tools  Help

@ - i?c_? %@ W http:f fen. wikipedia, org)wikif Talk:Barbie # | |\, second life bax v
| ]¥L5 Mail | | Haaretz | | ¥LS | | Calendar | ] bank | | berkler.org | ] CSTE Wireless GZagat | JPalls | ]HapMap NN/ ‘Wikipedia Policies | | Rasmussen | | State | | Pew
W Copwright - Wikip... | WA Wikipedia Skatisti... | W/ Editing Talk: Copy... || Y\ Talk: Copwright - ... | N/ Copyright - Wikip... |_"| Bush in 30 Seconds | W/ Talk:Barbie - ... |l1 Metcraft: Web Se...
)J '.-}A b 2 Create an account or log in
) qut.i'\?. k- article dizcuzsion edit this page |+ || histary
g - — i
- w2 ¢ l— . .
v Talk:Barbie

T OB sk . .

: ey = From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.

M 2y =

i On Template:March 9 selected anniversaries
WIKIPEDIA

oo This article is full of Registered Trademark symbals: @

nawgafmn Wyikipedia talk: Trademark notices would suggest we don't need to do that. Any objections if | remave them? Sam 04:23, 19 Dec 2003 (UTC)

= hiain Pace

= Commurity portal [ got rid of them before seeing this note. There were a lot, and | may have missed a few. . Tuf-Kat 20:40, Jan 4, 2004 (UTC)

= Current events . . . . [edit]
= Recert changes Comparisons of Barbie's dimensions to those of real women. —
= Random page

= Help The trouble with most comparisons of Barbie's dimensions to those of real women is that they never quote the actual dimensions of the Barbie
» Donations dolls themseles, but only what selected dimensions would be when scaled up to life-size'. (In this article for instance it states, "in real life she
cearch would be towering over most men and have an impossible breast size".)

| | Whilst | understand the intention of such descriptions is to try to combat the problem of poor selfimage and it's related disorders, | don't agree

[Go ][ Search with the way the data is presented in an attempt to support the intentions, (&= in my opinion, the end does not justify the means). | alsao think
that attempting to present the data in this way actually detracts from its impact and relevance. Furthermare, such descriptions are

toolka: meaningless unless at least one actual dimension of the doll is given as a base reference for scaling. WWe might as well say Barbie would be 10
= What links here or a 100 ft tall, as it completely depends on what scale we adopt, which in turn completely depends on which particular dimension we choose
» Related changes to use to determine our scale factor.

Special pag . . . . . .
i — Clearly if we chose to use a scale based on comparisons of the height of the Barbie doll to the height of real-life' wamen, then she would not

be towering over most men, nor have an impossible breast size. She would, however, almost certainly have hip and waist measurements
smaller than the average.

Given that her male companion doll, Ken, is slightly taller than the Barbie doll, it would seem reasonable to assume a ‘real-life’ Barbie would be
taller than the average. Given the dolls are American, we could reasonably assume Ken is over B ft. Lets us therefore assume Ken to be
around B ft 6. This would make Barbie around B ft herself, which is admittedly tall for a worman, but not unusual for models for instance, (a point
[ 'will come back ta).

Done
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Barbie Doll

The large wlardrub.e of the Barbie doll i5.remir'|i5|:ent of the extensive wardrobes of fashion dolls popular in Europe in the late 19th century, However, while

clothes designers in the past used fashion dolls to showcase their new creations, Barhie dolls, created in 1959, function mainly as toys, Manufacturers now
more commonly produce ethnically diverse dolls, like this black Barbie,

Lizizon Agency/Gilles Mingaszon
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1. Barbie, Klaus Barbie, Klaus, 1913-91, Mazi war criminal known as the Butcher of Lyons, As Gestapo chief information on v g
in Lyons, France {1942-44), he was responsible for the deaths of French Resistance members and
thousands of Jews. After the war he secretly served as a .5, army agent in Germany. In 1951 he fled
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Felated: French History Biographies

2. Lyons Lyons, Fr. Lyonboth: Iya&M°, city (1990 pop. 422,444), capital of Rhine dept., E central France, at
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metropolis it is second only to Paris. It leads Europe in silk and rayon production; it has important metal,
machine, clathing, ...
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3. Oph?ax COphils, Maxd fils, 1902-57, German-born French film director, b, Saarbriicken as Maximilian
Dppenheimer. He started his career in the 1920s as an stage actor and director and began directing films
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Tutti (1933),...

Felated: Motion Picture Biographies

Done




Mozilla {Build ID: 2002031104}
Tazks Help Debug 0OA

Google Search: barbie -

.| File Edit %iew Search Go Bookmarks

MEIE

| [Gk Search l ci?gﬂ

@Q O @ O |"T‘¥ hittp: £ v, google. com search thi=entie=U TF-8%o0e=UTF-3t.q=barbie

+ 4 Home | E3Bookmarks % YB%20Home%.. Edlegal F3lsrael S Google £35earch Engines £3 Economics/Pal.. EMews E3Spectum %% BobCatPlus % Julius %% Intemet Ecolog...
Advanced oearch  Preferences  Language Tools  Search Tips B
G O g‘)g Ibart:ne Google Search
Weh Images | Groups | Directory | Mews-Few!

Searched the web for harhbie.

Barbie - Collectible Dolls from Mattel
wewnwy. BarbieCollectibles. corm Get that Hard-to-Find Barbie - Shop Onlinel

Barbie & Felated Iterms - Find it on eBay!
wewrwr eBay. com Toys - Action Figures - Cars & Trains - Dolls & More

Categories:  Shopping = Antigues and Collectibles = Toys and Games = Dolls  Recreation ® Collecting = Toys = Dolls = Barhie

Results 1 - 10 of about 528.000.

.| Mews: Judge: Barbie Tungeon Doll' Dk - CHM - B hours ago
Bondage-themed Barbie doll likely not illegal, judge rules - Minneapalis Star Tribune - 7 hours ago
Eondage Barbie' Gets A Boost - CBS MNews - ¥ hours ago

b Mewd! Try Google Mews: Search news for barbie or browse the latest headlines
<’Bﬁe com - Activities and Games for Girls Dnlmmmate this page ]

Description: A1 "
Category: Society = Isaues = Health = Eh:u:hf [mage
whayy. adiosbarbie. comd - 13k - Cached - Similar pages

Barbie Baraar Magazine, Barbie Collectible News and Infarmation, ...

Description: Official collector magazine provides subscription information. Includes price guide, farum, classifieds,..
Categary: Becreation = Collecting > Tays = Dolls = Barbie

wewnwy. barbiebazaar. comd - 2k - Cached - Similar pages

Rarhie Crllertibles - The nfficial Matte wehsite for the hobbes
[ = @5 ES @ | gotowww.BarbieCollectibles. com

sponsored Link

sponsored Link

Sponsored Links

Barhie at Sears
Great deals on toys & electronics.
Shop for Barbie and more!

WY SEANS. COMm
Interest: —

Barbie Store at Amazon
Free supersaver shipping ower F25
The Internet Supearstore -Affiliate

Whn. JMEZ0on. Com
Interest: o——

See your message here. .

Search took 0.13 seconds.

b

=

b | Startl |2 Exploring | ey kurnEhin.D...l Microzoft .. I % Movell Gru:u...I E=L b ail From:. .. I | M Coogle | ™ mathemati...

[N G- R o S MO9S 519PM



= Edit Wiew Search Go Bookmarks Tazsks Help Debug O&

aﬂ O O O |'3~I} hittp: £ A, overture. comdd/search, Mope=homeitm=1&K eywords=barbied:_requestid=273653 I [Qk Search ] c:gla E

. Home | E3Bookmarks %@ YE%20Home%.. EdlLegal F3lwael % Google £35earch Engine: £3 Economicz/Pol.. EdMews E3Spectium %3 BobCatPlus %% Julius % Intermet Ecolog...

OVERTURE WorRLDWIDE: WS &

WINNER

Important: If the link above is flashing, you have been
selected as a Winner! Claim Here

overture

irhie s SEARCH View Advertisers' Max Bi

u searched for barbie, Search T

lated Searches:

s
ﬁ_ Get listed in these results and reach

M 0% of active Internet users on sites
arbie fashions like rahoo!, Lycos, AltaVista and MSN,

arbie trading
ganie babies
1. Barbie ¥ideo Games on eBay
Yisit eBay Electronics for Barbie video games. Discover great deals on new and used, name-brand merchandise.
Look no further than eBay for your gifts this holiday season,

i
ey P www. ohay.com (sponszored listing)
ertainrnent

ance 2. Partyetc-Your Wholesale Party Store
Ltl-i'f Barhie party supplies.

melire

reranenll partyetc.corn (sponsored listing)

opping

el 3. Barbie at Sears

Find the latest hip Barbies from: Holiday Celebration, all that Glitters, Pop Sensation or Barbie as Daphne with
Scooby Doo, to more classic Barbies like Malibu and Marilyn Monroe Barbie,
W W, eSS, CONT (sponsored listing)

4. Barbies, New and PreOwned at MetDoll
Authorized Barbie dealer. QOur doll shop specializes in friendly, personal service, Browse our selection of collectib
dolls. New and pre-owned. Financing available. Satisfaction guaranteed.
W, hetdoll, corm (zponsored listing)

5. Barbie Party Supplies
Enchanting Barbie party supplies with aver 100 party themes, pinatas, balloons, birthday parties, religious
occasions, anniversaries, weddings and baby showers, delivered to your doar,

o e e A [T "

=) @ EE & | Document: Done [3.35 secs) =




Democracy

e Political Democratic Discourse
e Cultural Democracy

e Mix and match
e Second life tax revolt
« Read my lips













Autonomy

e Autonomy

« Extent of opportunities for control of
information environment of others

e Cisco White Paper “you could restrict the
Incoming push broadcasts as well as
subscribers’ outgoing access to the push
site to discourage its use. At the same time,
you could promote your own or partner’s
services with full speed features to
encourage adoption of your services”

e Critical viewpoints about how life can
be lived



Autonomy

e Autonomy
 Cross-conception
e Substantive

« Consumers to users

e Vikings at Gander Academy

* Blogs

e Jedi Saga

 Peter Ludlow’s game within Second Life
« Employees to peers

* Free software developers

o Xerox Eureka



Justice and Development

« Human development and information

e More of what makes for human welfare and
freedom depends on information



HDI and Information

« Food security * Books, teaching materials

e Medicines « Computation/communication
« Research & journals * Libraries |

e Outcomes data e academic centers: journals

Education/
Literacy

fun(y Human capital
GDP per capita

- Growth

Health/
Life expectancy,

ab nutrition
abor medicines

e Growth driven by innovation & information everywhere
e Particularly for latecomers: adopting best practices




Justice and Development

« Human development in the information
society and information

* More of what makes for human welfare and
freedom depends on information

o Capital structure of computers and
communications systems diffuses the .
functional ability to compute and communicate

« More can be done through non-market or non-
|IP-based mechanisms
By individuals alone
e By traditional non-profits with greater reach
By newly-emerging practices of peer production



Diverse organizational forms

IP-based
Industry

Non
IP-based
Industr

NGOs/non-
profits

Individuals
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Software

Software
publishing
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procurement

Software

services
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Scientific Publication
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Working
papers, web
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Ag-Biotech

Monsanto
DuPont
~74%

Grants
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Basic PIPRA
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Health

Grants
and Labs

Basic
Research
~ 50%"7?

Note: Very
Interesting
because of
learning value

Generics
(CIPLA)

1. How much can
be done through

university licenses?
m 2. Is there a way

to leverage

Individuals & NGOs

using peer production?

OneWorld
Health




Ecological Competition

e Glants of the industrial age will not
go quietly
 The Enclosure Movement

 Property in spectrum; private infrastructure only
« DMCA & CBDPTA: technological enclosure
« DMCA: ISPs to recreate bottleneck
 UCITA: contractual enclosure
=>displace copyright settlement
 Trademark dilution: “venerated objects”
e Software & business method patents
« Database protection
* Linking & trespass to chattels

« Copyright: term extension; RAM copies & emerging
right to read

e Criminalization: NET Act



Building the Commons




Physical Layer

Do two pipelines a competitive market make?
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A core common infrastructure

Property-resistant
systems:
Kazaa etc.
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A moment of opportunity

 Technology has periods of relative openness
followed by stabilization

« Radio: point to point or small-scale 1899~1924/6, then the
networks emerged

 Telephone: 1907 competition in almost every US city, by
1920, single national monopoly
 We are standing at a moment where we can
Improve democracy, autonomy, and justice while
sustaining productivity

 Doing so requires that we understand the moment
we are in, understand the stakes of regulatory and
other policy decisions we are making In terms of
political morality, and have the courage and
political will to choose the path of openness over
the path pushed by incumbent industries




