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Several positive differences in learning online éndbeen documented, including the
development of written skills (Owston,1999), andreéased access to instructors (Hiltz, 1990). In
some cases, on-line students have been found perdartm their face-to-face peers in the same
content area course (McCollum,1997).

While these inherent advantages of contemporaryineniearning attract increasing
numbers of students, the traditional need for ateuassessment of student progress and learning
still remains.

This study examined the formative and summativeessssent techniques and
instrumentation developed for an on-line, gradimtel Research Design course.

As noted by Baker (2005), student assessmentstbadaescored, or otherwise judged, to
determine the level of performance. We examinech ibe formative assessments (weekly
quizzes) taken and scored on-line through the eouwrebsite, and the three summative
assessments (two written examinations, administéaed-to-face at the university); and a
research project (authentic assessment). The obspaject requires students to ‘use, integrate,
apply, and transfer information and skills intaraaf product’ (Johnson and Johnson, 2002, p.95).
Discussion of the history, success, and limitatioiheach type of course assessment is presented,
as well as implications for future assessment [hoiess.
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