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 According to the Brazilian PCN, the concepts of probability should be taught since primary 
education.  But the primary and elementary mathematics teachers were not trained to teach these 
subjects in their graduation courses.  On the other hand, the books that approach the fundamentals of 
probability in a proper way for the primary education are rare and the didactics books, generally, 
approach the subject fragmented and without context, and by no way motivating the students’ 
learning process.  One of the few works that approach the subject differently is done by Fernandez & 
Fernandez (1999), because it has a didactic sequence in teaching binomial distribution for university 
students, in a motivating and fun way, making the basic concepts of probability emerge as the student 
plays a game.  The objective of the present study is to describe a didactic experience named “The 
Uncertain Walks of Mônica” for the notions of probability teaching.  The original didactic sequence 
as well as the story was adapted: “Mônica wishes to visit her friends who live four blocks away from 
her house, but, instead of pre-determining who she’s going to visit she decides to throw a coin, if it’s 
heads, she goes north, and if it’s tails she goes east”.  144 teachers who were pedagogy undergraduate 
students in a program named PROAÇÃO, in South Bahia and at the same time working were 
introduced to the sequence.  The teachers simulated to be Mônica throwing the coin four times, taking 
notes of the ways to go, as well as the friend to be visited.  The basic concepts of probability, 
definitions, possible ways and probability estimative, among others were explored.  The teachers 
created bar graphics using coloured files on checkered paper, used in primary education.  The 
experiment showed that this way of presenting the basic notions of probability is successful because 
the teachers were involved in the activity, playing, making ways and suggesting alternative forms of 
playing with children of different ages and grades, showing a significant learning process.  
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