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The chapter “Handling of Information,” which is included in the National Curriculum 

Parameters (Brazil, 1997, 1999), suggests some statistics-related abilities that students of 
fundamental and middle education should develop, and emphasize that these students should be 
capable of correctly interpret the organized information, produce texts based on them and develop 
methods to organize and display the information. A suggestion to reach such results is to connect 
the content with the students’ daily life, use the related subjects to argue, analyze and interpret 
real data from their everyday life. 

A possibility to achieve these goals is to follow the Quantitative Literacy Project  
suggestions (American Statistical Association, 2002) and working in an interdisciplinary way to 
provide the integration of several areas and to adapt this project to the reality of Brazilian schools, 
as recommended by the Transversal Themes (Secretaria de Educação Fundamental, 1997, 
Secretaria de Educação Média e Tecnológica 1999). 

Wallman (1993) suggested that quantitative literacy could be considered as the ability to 
understand and critically evaluate some results that permeate our lives, conjugated with the ability 
to appreciate the contributions that statistical thought can make to public, private, professional 
and personal decisions. 

In order to make the students of fundamental and middle education learn the statistics 
content and to rethink their participation in the society, so that they practice their citizenship; we 
are developing some didactic sequences related to topics of current interest, such as: pollution, 
water supply and sexuality and bring them to the classroom  

Moreover, since we realize the difficulty of mathematics teachers to work the statistics 
contents in these levels, we also believe that the production of didactic sequences could be a way 
of providing these teachers with theoretical and methodological knowledge that improves their 
performance in the classroom. 
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