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ITALIAN GRADUATE SURVEYS 
We present a survey of Italian graduate employment status. In Italy some information is 

reported in “Indagine trimestrale sulle forze di lavoro” by Istat (Italian Statistics Institute) on 
those who are employed, unemployed and seeking jobs according to their type of degree. But this 
information tends to be incomplete. 

More specific surveys on the transition from university to the job market, are frequently 
developed at a local level by individual universities and with the collaboration of local regional 
corporations. These surveys often have a different nature, they investigate particular phenomena 
of interest and they are usually carried out sporadically.  

The most important surveys, however, are conducted by Istat and by the University of 
Bologna Statistical Institute (Alma Laurea Project). The survey published by Istat is a cognitive 
tool of university education to job market transition for a population of graduates. The principal 
purpose of this survey is to identify and appraise the employment status of graduates from all the 
Italian Universities three years after graduating in their chosen course. 

Utilising the Istat data it is possible to compare two different years, 2001 and 2004, 
respectively for the graduates in 1998 and in 2001 respectively in order to show the essential 
changes in the characteristics of Italian graduates.  
 
SOME IMPORTANT RESULTS 

In 2004, three years after graduation, 74% of the graduates had a job (73.5% in 2001), 
12.6% were searching for a job (10.5% in 2001) and 13.4% developed a formative activity, 
remunerated in 6% of the cases (in 2001, 16% of graduates did not search for a job). It was noted 
that in 2004 there was a decrease of continuing job positions: 56.4% against 63.2% in 2001.  

If we consider gender there are also differences evident; in 2004, 51.8% of females had a 
job against the 62.2% of males (this result was confirmed in 2001, 69% of females had a job 
against 79% of males). 

Consistent differences among Italian regions were found: 64.6% of the graduates resident 
in the North of Italy found a stable job after the degree (81.6% in 2001), in the South of Italy 
42.3% found a job (60.3% in 2001) and 56.4% in the Centre of Italy (72.3% in 2001). 

Further differences are identified by the types of degree.  The graduates who found jobs 
more easily were those in the engineering group (81.7% in 2004 and 88.3% in 2001), the 
chemical-pharmaceutical group (72.7% in 2004 and 78% in 2001) and the economics-statistics 
group (68.2% in 2004 and 72.4% in 2001). 
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