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The Advanced Placement (AP) Statistics Program is so far the only large-scale, 

quantitative assessment in statistics that is widely used in the United States. The four purposes of 
this study are: 1) to describe the AP Statistics Program and its goals and structure; 2) to 
summarize assessment results since its first administration in 1997 and describe the trend of 
achievement over the years; 3) to present some of the results in Connecticut and other New 
England states as an example of the utility of this national assessment program in informing 
policy makers and statistics educators; 4) to highlight ways in which background data (gender, 
grade level, school type, etc.) collected by AP Statistics can be helpful in interpreting 
performance differences. The AP Statistics provides an excellent database for monitoring student 
learning in statistics as well as the quality of statistics education at the secondary level. 
 
 


