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A web-based questionnaire has been designed to find out who has done, is doing, or is 
planning to do, research into learning, teaching or assessment issues in statistics. Respondents are 
also asked, by a series of checklist questions, for broad details of their research projects in this 
area, such as the focus of the research (for example method of delivery of statistics teaching, 
teaching approach, assessment), the educational stages and the types of student with which it is 
concerned, and the research methodology used (for example comparative study, observational). 
This information, including contact details of the researchers, will be available on a free public 
database accessed over the internet (Jolliffe, 2003).  

The database would be an even more useful resource for the statistics community if it 
contained more detailed information about the research. Thus other questions in the survey are 
concerned with what kinds of further details respondents might be willing to give about their 
research, such as details of publications, and of products such as software or teaching resources 
arising from the research. This would be obtained in a follow-up survey, and all respondents will 
be given the opportunity to update any information that they have given previously and to add 
details of new research. Procedures for adding researchers will be developed. 

Progress on this international survey is reported. Keywords suitable for a detailed 
classification of statistical education research are presented (and see Jolliffe, 2003). The Higher 
Education Academy Maths Stats & OR Network is hosting both the questionnaire and the 
database on its web page http://mathstore.gla.ac.uk.  
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