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This investigation is trying to find which teachers’ knowledge was utilized by two 
partner-teachers who were involved with the researcher in the study of elementary Probability 
notions. These teachers teach mathematics to children between the ages of 7 and 10.  

Before starting this research, Probability was unknown by these teachers. The rules of the 
National Curriculum Parameters (Parâmetros Curriculares Nacionais – PCNs) guide the approach 
to statistics and probability since the first school years. Therefore the teachers were motivated to 
establish a partnership with the researcher in their investigation process. 

There was an attempt to include other teachers in the research, however there was little 
interest. One of the reasons was that the curriculum orientation delivered by the City Education 
Council emphasizes arithmetic as the main focus of mathematics in school. 

The data gathered originated from different activities’ conceptual discussions about 
Probability, planning and application of school activities, meetings to discuss the result of these 
activities applied, conceptual support given by the researcher and, finally, the questionnaires 
answered by the partner-teachers about the process of learning how to teach and also their 
relationships to the school routine. 

This investigation showed the flexibility of the scholar curriculum once the teachers 
considered the possibility of including new themes in the educational process. Although the 
partner-teachers disapproved of the absence of other teachers in the research to share their 
professional and personal experiences in class, they had the conception that the school is the place 
to teach and also to learn.  

This conception in using the partner-teachers’ experiential knowledge, and that the self-
assessment indicated the possibility of re-elaborating their school activities for mathematics 
teaching to its fullest advantage.  

The activities were re-elaborated considering the planning orientations given by the City 
Education Council. This way the partner-teachers adapted their school activities to now include 
an approach that is closer to the thematic proposed by the research, although in an incipient way.  

Basically, these activities involve counting processes, data collection, organization and 
tabulation and construction and analyses of statistic graphs.  

The planning and application of new school activities in mathematics teaching did not 
interfere with the school pedagogic chronogram. On the contrary, the partner-teachers learned 
that they can interfere positively with the scholar planning. In this way, also considering that the 
partnership with the researcher would soon be over, they were motivated to insist with the other 
teachers on the importance of building a team who has educational concerns regarding the 
conditions of the students in that scholar community.  
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