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Researchers in social and experimental sciences have adopted the use of statistical tests of 

hypotheses as part of their methodology. With the increased use of these techniques it has become 
evident that there are some confusions among these researchers in the application and 
interpretation of statistical tests.  We assume that these problems are likely to originate within 
students’ conceptual errors during the learning phase. Considering the contributions of previous 
research, in particular the work carried out by Vallecillos (1996), we intend to investigate if the 
same types of difficulties found by Vallecillos also appear in our Argentine students. This poster 
provides information about a preliminary study carried out with a sample of students from the 
Universidad Nacional de Río Cuarto, to whom we gave an adaptation of the questionnaire used by 
Vallecillos.  The analysis of the answers has confirmed certain similarities with the difficulties 
found among Spanish students. 
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