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In this poster we describe and analyze a practical example for teaching statistics that can 

be used in veterinarian medicine (health) courses.  The example is an investigation concerning 
dog breeding. 
 In this project we compared three dog breeds: Rottweiller (a large dog), Labrador (a 
middle sized dog) and Poodle (a small dog). The initial idea was to study the litters of these 
breeds: several variables were recorded and characteristics noted including the number of new 
born puppies in a litter, how many of them were female or male, puppy colour, characteristics of 
the father, the number of dead animals in a litter and average cost of each litter. We compared the 
averages and dispersion for these variables in order to identify possible significant differences 
among the breeds.  

Students find this approach very motivating and interesting. The research about dog litters 
can be introduced to the student in a constructivist approach (Vygotsky, 1978) to teaching. This 
type of example can also be used in other courses involving topics such as genetic and animal 
improvement. If the research is extended to further dog breeds it can be shown to utilize many 
aspects of statistics learning. 
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