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This work presents the results of an interdiscgiynteaching experience connecting the
subject “Pedagogical Toys Laboratory” and “Statstpplied to Education” at the Universidade
do Grande ABC Pedagogy Course. It deals with theioaship between play and toys and its
beneficial influence in the child development staged future life, particularly related to dolls.

The project involved the theory related to sulgestd the respective practical activities
in a dynamic way, which allowed an involvement bé tstudents in order to implement their
statistical “literacy” in an interdisciplinary caxt (Lopes & Carvalho, 2005, and references
therein). The connection with statistics was méweugh a survey performed by under-graduates
attending the fifth evening terms of Course, in2@dd 2003 in their own classroom. The survey
was focused on the participants’ preferences s to their own childhood. A comparison of the
results between the two year groups was made.

Four categories of toys were considered by theesiisdin order to group their
preferences. Partial results of the survey are showFigure 1. As the majority of students are
female, the data mode resulted in the “doll” catgg®he “animal” category was also important ,
although in minor proportion compared to dolls. Toaclusion of this research is that educators
should focus their attention on play and toys insth pedagogical projects that use playful
activities, from an the early age, taking into ¢dagtion their symbolic function connected to
learning (Gimenes, 2000). This teaching experiecmefirms the utility and richness of the
partnership between the subjects, according toothjectives of interdisciplinary works that
should be more frequent in university classrooms.
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Figure 1. The preferences for toys by two clas$es @), 5NB (2) and both together (3) -
Pedagogy Course — UniABC, May 2002.
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