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One of the biggest challenges of teaching statistics nowadays is to convince students that 
they need to learn statistical theory when there are statistical packages available that perform fast 
calculations that would take hours to do otherwise. 

With the aim of solving this challenge, and to get students interested in learning the 
theoretical concepts, this semester we started a course that is intended to make the students 
develop their own routines in the R environment.  

We made this choice because the R software is free, and we believe this could be a 
motivation for the student, since he can use the software in his professional life. In this way he 
can be independent of commercial statistical packages. At the same time, we try to show the 
students that an in-depth theoretical knowledge is a requirement to develop good statistical tools. 

 
 


