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The failure rate in university exams is an increggdroblem in national universities in
Argentina. Nursing students in the Faculty of Hedcience in Salta also have problems with
their final exams, especially those in the firsargeof their course. Biostatistics is taught in the
first semester of the first year of Nursing.

The student is considered “regular” in the courdeenv passing the midterms and
attending the practical classes. The no compligines him the status of a “free” student. The
final exam is different, depending on this stath®, “free” student must take a practical and a
theoretical exam, while the “regular” student reatheory and responds to conceptual questions.

The scores obtained, in both cases, are recordademal institutional document.

Several academic indicators allow for short termleation of the student and are related
to the academic grades obtained during the cobimethis study the success rate is the quotient
between the number of students passing and the eruofilstudents taking the exam, multiplied
by one hundred.

In 2001, in an internal study, the Faculty obtainegeneral success rate of 57% amongst
nursing students, which was the parameter usecetsune statistical differences with the results
obtained in Biostatistics.

To find out what was happening in the subject, wkah observational, retrospective
study, analyzing the final exam grades of nursingents from 2000 to 2005, in order to describe
the yearly evolution of the success rate, accortbrihe student’'s condition as such, establishing
statistical differences as indicators of the course

The general approval rate in the subject remairetdiden 13 — 14% until 2003, from
there on it increased to 29% in 2005. Although diféerence increased it results statistically
significant with the course indicator. Upon anatyaccording to condition, in the “free” students
there was a decrease from 17% to 3% and in theifaesj, an increase from 12% in 2000 to 34%
in 2005 and they also differ significantly.

The results obtained provide a base on which wolysthe causes for failure in the
Biostatistics final exam in depth, also from whitie teachers can plan new strategies, placing
more emphasis on the “free” students. We also rewemd that the Faculty calculate this
indicator in every subject of every year of therseuso that the evaluations are molded to fit the
problems of the students.



